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Highlights

	•Safety in students' educational lives is a pivotal condition to development of professional identity.

	•Critical psychology guides our understanding of nursing practice perspectives.

	•Condition for participation in education impacts students agency and professional development.

	•Practice research bridge theory and practice, enhancing field knowledge.

	•The healthcare system and educational policymakers can use our findings to develop strategies.




Abstract
Aim
The aim of this qualitative study is to explore how various conditions within educational contexts impact nursing students’ experiences of becoming professional nurses and how these conditions affect their agency and the formation of their professional identities.

Background
Nursing education is essential to becoming professional and competent in caring for patients. A strong professional identity in nursing contributes to better patient outcomes and improves the well-being, retention, and recruitment of practitioners in the health care system. At the same time, research indicates that development of a professional identity during education is challenging and needs further investigation.

Design
The qualitative research design draws on the theoretical and methodological framework of critical psychology practice research. The practice research design and close collaboration with users ensure the continuous development and implementation of theory and practice.

Methods
The data used in this study originated from ethnographic fieldwork, which involved following two nursing students through their final clinical placement training at the Geriatric Department of a university hospital in Denmark. Additionally, nursing students in two classes were observed as part of their nursing education practice at a university college from April to July 2022. The participant observational design, combined with in-situ interviewing, facilitated a comprehensive understanding of the students’ engagement in social practices and interactions within the context of nursing education.

Results
Our results show how the conditions of nursing students’ everyday lives have a critical impact on their self-understanding and journey to becoming competent and professional nurses. Three main themes emerged from the analysis: (1) Perception of safety, (2) Motivation for learning in different communities of practice, and (3) The meaning of learning culture and role models.

Conclusion
The development of nursing students into professionals is profoundly influenced by factors affecting their ontological safety that are deeply embedded in socio-cultural and educational contexts. The results underscore the need to foster ontological safety in nursing education. Creating safe, participatory, and supportive learning environments is essential to the holistic development of students into caring, competent nurses. Educators and stakeholders must remember their crucial role in this context and focus on establishing these environments to facilitate students’ sense of belonging in the nursing profession.

Tweetable Abstract
The development of professional identity in nursing starts with safety. Ontological Safety in learning environments ensures competent and professional nurses. #NursingEducation#Safety#ProfessionalIdentity
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